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the new Khwarazm 11 The first appearance of Mohammad
Shah, resulted in the conquest of Afghanistan from the
Ghurids. The Khwarazm Shah received support from the Qara
Khitai and from the Khan of Samarkand. The defeat which the
Qara Khitai troops particularly inflicted on the Ghurids was
such that in 1206 the greater part of their kingdom had to
recognise the suzerainty of Muhammad. In 1215 the Shah
completed his conquest of Afghanistan.
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The difficult position in which Muhammad found himself "
was not improved by the malevolent influence of his mother,
Terken Khatun. This obstinate and dangerous woman was
born in the foreign military caste and felt herself to be closely
allied to this aristocracy. It was accordingly of great
importance to Muhammad to consider his mother’s wishes as
much as possible. He had yielded to her views in the
appointment of the royal successor: it was not the eldest son,
Jalal al-Din, who became crown prince, but the youngest
(whose mother was related to Terken Khatun). The choice had
unfortunate results for Muhammad. Jalal al-Din became
and the crown prince was awarded sgovernor of Afghanistan
the central part of the empire. In this latter region, which
incorporated the provinces of Khwarazm, Khurasan and
Mazandaran, the real authority was exercised by Terken
Khatun. In her wickedness she took not the slightest account of
the interest of her son. Functionaries who had been dismissed
by Muhammad were ostentatiously restored to their posts by
Terken Khatun. It was impossible for friction between mother
and son to be avoided; eventually it became so serious that



Muhammad’s authority in the regions governed by Terken
Khatun, who had her own court, was to all intents and
purposes no longer recognised. These conflicts created tension
"between the Khwarazm Shah and his military leaders.
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Genghis Khan, probably anticipating escape attempts from "
Gurganj, had ordered the tiimen of Toquchar to lay a cordon
in the north of Khurasan. Jalal al-Din wanted to go via the
Kara Kum desert to Ghazna in east Afghanistan, the region
which he administered as governor before the Mongol
AD)1220_("invasion.
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It was the intention that Ch’ang-ch’un should also give
an account of the Taoist philosophy, but enemy activity in
demanded all Genghis Khan's attention. At his<Afghanistan
own request Ch’ang-ch’un therefore returned to
Samarkand,
atriving there in mid-June 1222. When Genghis Khan
invited
the monk to call on him for the second time in Septembet
1222,
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